Christmas in Bandon Sustainability Policy
1. Our Commitment
Christmas in Bandon is committed to delivering a welcoming, enjoyable and environmentally responsible Christmas festival for residents, visitors, businesses, traders and the wider community.
Our programme includes the Christmas Lights Switch-On, children’s entertainment, Christmas craft markets, carol singing, a food loyalty card promotion and other seasonal activities.
We recognise that events can have environmental and social impacts through energy use, transport, waste, purchasing and the use of materials. We will therefore seek to reduce the environmental impact of the festival while supporting local businesses, community organisations, performers, producers and traders.
Our approach is based on practical improvements that are appropriate and achievable for a local community festival.
2. Our Sustainability Objectives
The festival will aim to:
· Reduce waste and encourage reuse and recycling.
· Reduce unnecessary energy consumption.
· Encourage sustainable travel to festival activities.
· Support local businesses, traders, craftspeople, food producers and performers.
· Reduce unnecessary single-use materials and packaging.
· Encourage responsible sourcing and purchasing.
· Make festival activities accessible and inclusive.
· Communicate positive and practical sustainability messages to participants and visitors.
· Review our performance and identify improvements for future festivals.
3. Christmas Lights and Energy
Christmas lighting is an important part of the festival and contributes significantly to the atmosphere and attractiveness of the town during the festive period.
Where practicable, the festival will use energy-efficient LED Christmas lighting and decorations. Lighting operating times will be managed to avoid unnecessary energy consumption while maintaining an attractive and safe town-centre environment.
For the Christmas Lights Switch-On and other events, organisers will seek to minimise unnecessary power use and will encourage suppliers and contractors to use energy-efficient equipment where practical.
Christmas lights, electrical equipment and decorations will be maintained and reused in future years wherever they remain safe and suitable.
4. Waste, Recycling and Litter
The festival will seek to minimise waste generated by events, markets and promotional activities.
Organisers will work with participating businesses, food vendors and market traders to encourage responsible waste management. Where facilities permit, appropriate general waste and recycling arrangements will be provided.
Traders and vendors will be encouraged to:
· Avoid unnecessary packaging.
· Minimise single-use plastics.
· Use recyclable, reusable or compostable materials where practical.
· Dispose of waste responsibly.
· Keep their trading area clean and tidy.
· Avoid unnecessary distribution of disposable promotional materials.
Festival signage and promotional materials will be reused where possible, particularly where they do not contain year-specific information.
5. Christmas Craft Market
The Christmas Craft Market provides an opportunity to support local makers, craftspeople, artists, producers and small businesses.
Where possible, the festival will prioritise or encourage traders offering locally made, handmade, durable, reusable or sustainably produced goods.
Traders will be encouraged to consider the environmental impact of their products,

